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A warm welcome to Rhodes University, an institution committed to 
the pursuit of excellence in teaching, learning, research, and 
community engagement which are also alive to the social and 
economic challenges of our local, national and African contexts.  
 
We are a small but vibrant and cosmopolitan institution of 6 300 
students and over 1 200 academic and support staff. Almost 25% of 
our students are international students, 25% are postgraduates, and 
50% live in the University’s 44 residences and 10 associated halls. 
 
Rhodes strives to towards an intellectual environment in which our 
students can develop and graduate as intellectuals, professionals, 
and critical citizens who will advance justice, equity, human rights, 
and non-racialism and non-sexism, and our scholars can contribute to 
the production of knowledge that enhances understanding of our 
social and natural worlds.  
 
We are renowned for having the best undergraduate pass rate, 
outstanding postgraduate pass rates, and the best research output 
per academic staff member among South African universities. An 
active community engagement programme involves academics and 
large numbers of students in service-learning, student volunteer, and 
outreach activities directed towards mutually beneficial and 
partnerships for social development.  
 
It is for good reason that the Rhodes University slogan is ‘Where 
Leaders Learn’ – an expression of our commitment to produce 
leaders and outstanding people who can make a great contribution to 
developing our society.  
 
Whether you are the parent/guardian of a student, a visiting 
colleague, an alumnus, one of our much appreciated sponsors, or 
attending a conference, I trust you will have a stimulating and 
enjoyable experience at our beautiful campus, find us friendly and 
hospitable hosts, and depart with pleasant memories.  
 
